September 20, 2011

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on September 20, 2011 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember       
ANN LINDAU


Councilmember
ABSENT


RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 


JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember     

Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Resources Coordinator 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



ROSEMARY B. LASHER

DOTS/Asst. to Director
MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

Girl Scout Troop # 2327 from Lincoln Titus Elementary School led all in 
attendance in the Pledge to the Flag.
* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

The Supervisor introduced Maria Griffen who introduced the Scouts to the audience.

Supervisor Puglisi commented that she also was once a Girl Scout leader and how special it is to have the Scouts at the Town Board meeting.  She invited the Girl Scouts to come back and have a tour of Town Hall.

A recap of Hurricane Irene was given by the Supervisor.  Over 3000 homes were without power for a few days and she thanked Jeff Coleman, all the first responders, the Town staff, and all the citizens of the Town. The Code Red phone system was used which gives an update to the community on what the 
Town Government is doing to assist. The Supervisor urged residents to go online to get information to file personal claims with FEMA.
The 6th Annual Family Fun Day was held September 10th by the Recreation and Parks Division with many volunteers helping that day which was a very successful event.

A 9/11 Ceremony was held at Town Hall with over 300 participants.  There were many speakers, the main speaker being a 9/11 survivor, Richard Fuchion, a trustee in the Village of Buchanan.  Christopher McGinnis performed a song he wrote about 9/11 and taps were played by Troy Peterson, both Hendrick Hudson students.

There was a petition a few months ago by the Veterans from the William Boyle American Legion Post for a location for a larger Veterans park. The Supervisor and Councilmember Farrell met with them and tonight there will be a vote for a 
SUPERVISOR’S REPORTS, (cont.)

location on land owned by the Town and will be designed by the Town and the Veterans.

The Supervisor stated that the Town has been doing its best for 20 years since she has been Supervisor in keeping the tax increases to a bare minimum, being the original “Tax Cap” government.  On average there has only been a .6% increase.

Supervisor Puglisi reminded everyone that school is back in session and to please drive carefully.

* * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL

On a roll call attendance taken by Town Clerk Dyckman all Town Board members indicated their presence with the absence of Councilmember Lindau.
* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS

Councilmember Farrell:  reiterated the Supervisors comments regarding Hurricane Irene and noted the outstanding response by the Town staff.  Councilmember Farrell stated that if you look at the damage that occurred just north in the Catskills and Vermont, you realize that the Town was spared the brunt of the hurricane. He commented that many provisions had been made and had the impact been worse, the Town staff would certainly been able to deal with it, stating it was an impressive effort by all.
The Supervisor thanked Ed Vergano.

Councilmember Becker:   Announced that the  2nd Annual Stop and Swap event will be held on Saturday at the Murial Morabito Center where residents can bring items in which others can take away with the goal of keeping items out of the landfill.  There will also be a Green Fair with over 18 exhibitors at the same time. Councilmember Becker thanked the Supervisor and the Green Team including Dani Glazer.  He reminded everyone about the TV show which showcases businesses. This month was John Paul Hair Studio and Freight Liquidators; next month will be the Paradise Restaurant and Baked by Susan, a new bakery in Croton.
Councilmember Sloan:  Discussed the tax cap in Albany, and that Cortlandt has done the “real” tax cap, and Councilmember Sloan explained the difference. The 2% tax cap is the 2% cap on the tax levee, what you get after the Town Board does a budget, after they subtract the revenues it expects to get and what is left is what money is extracted from the residents as property owners.  The 2% is on that amount, however, there also are assessment amounts which can go up or down.  Assessments have gone down and this means that your actual tax rate can be different than the 2% tax cap.  The real tax rate can go up in places that have a lot of lower assessments. Councilmember Sloan stated that residents not be confused or surprised if there are communities where there are tax increases.  
* * * * * * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of 

August 16, 2011 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion.

All voted AYE

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

 (A complete transcript of this Public Hearing is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk.)
The Town Clerk read the Notice of Hearing and presented its Affidavit of Publication from the official Town newspaper.

1.  Public Hearing to consider a zoning amendment with respect to outdoor storage (and Receive and File the Planning Board Recommendation)

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:00 p.m.

Discussion:


Supervisor Puglisi stated that the issue of outdoor storages was an item that was brought to the Town’s attention and the Town wants to make sure that these things are done appropriately.  Tom Wood explained that this amendment to the Zoning Ordinance will regulate and legitimize the outdoor storage and display of items by local merchants for sale, such as propane storage tanks, the coca cola on sale at different time, vegetables and fruits outdoor, for example.  It limits the square footage, can’t block fireman sidewalks and requires some initial review by the town prior to it being established.  He further stated that it’s the hope that it will make the sites look good and keep it limited and keep it seasonal as it should. 


The Supervisor added that the Town is trying to be business friendly, yet wants the community to be attractive so it needed to be tightened up and addressed for those purposes.

There was no one who wished to comment.

A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:02 p.m., adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Resolution was made by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Farrell.

All voted AYE

RESOLUTION NO.222-11 RE:  Adopt a Negative Resolution to consider a zoning amendment with respect to outdoor storage.
RESOLUTION NO. 223-11 RE: To consider a Zoning Amendment with respect to outdoor storage.
2.  A Public hearing to consider a revision to the Town Sign Ordinance (and Receive and File the Planning Board comments)

This Public Hearing was adjourned til November 15th Town Board Meeting
Supervisor Puglisi indicated that this will be adjourned til the November 15th Town Board meeting to give additional time for the Planning and Zoning Boards to review it, and the Town Board and to vote on it.  She welcomed any comments or questions from the community at this time if anyone had anything to say. 
Supervisor Puglisi stated that the purpose is to be business friendly, to streamline the Town Sign Ordinance procedure and at the same time to make 
sure that the signs aren’t too big to affect sight distance issues and to keep the town attractive.
A motion to adjourn the Public Hearing til November 15th 2001 was made by Councilmember Farrell and seconded by Councilmember Sloan.

All voted AYE
PUBLIC HEARING, (cont.)

3.  A Public Hearing to consider amending the Zoning Map and the PROS Zone for the Furnace Dock Lake area.

Supervisor Puglisi called the hearing to order at 8:04 p.m.

Supervisor Puglisi explained that this is in regard to Furnace Dock Lake also known as Railroad Pond which the Town acquired from Con Edison who had the idea of draining the lake and making it into a stream.  The Town wants to make sure that this is preserved forever in PROS (Parks Recreation Open Space Zone) and amend the map accordingly.
There was no one who wished to comment.

A motion to Close the Public Hearing at 8:06, adopt a Negative Declaration and Adopt a Resolution was made by Councilmember Farrell and seconded by Councilmember Sloan.

All voted AYE

RESOLUTION NO. 224-11 RE:  Adopt a Negative Resolution with respect to amending the Zoning Map and the PROS Zone for the Furnace Dock Lake area.
RESOLUTION NO.225-11 RE: Resolution to consider amending the Zoning Map and the PROS Zone for the Furnace Dock Lake area. 

* * * * * ** * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
none
* * * * * ** * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

NONE

* * * * * ** * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Becker moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell.
For the month of July from the Water Division of DES.

For the month of August from the Purchasing Department, the Office for the Aging, Water division of DES, the Receiver of Taxes, Town Clerk.

* * * * * ** * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Report from the Town Historian.

2.
Resolution 25-11 and a Negative Declaration from the Planning Board 
with respect to a Special Permit for Residential Re-Use and Site 

OLD BUSINESS, (cont.)

Development Plan; and Schedule a Public Hearing for October 18, 2011 to consider same.
RESOLUTION NO.226-11 RE: Schedule a Public Hearing for October 18, 2011 to consider a Special Permit for Residential Re-Use and Site Development Plan.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

NEW BUSINESS

Receive and File the Following:
1.
Receive and File and Adopt the revised Employees Handbook.

Discussion: The Supervisor thanked Claudia Vahey, Personnel Manager, for working on the employee’s handbook.
All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *
RESOLUTIONS

(All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Sloan:

RESOLUTION NO.227-11 RE: Appoint Brian Kelly and Fred Bleakley to the title Water and Sewer Maintenance Worker grade II positions in the Department of Environmental Services. 

RESOLUTION NO.228-11 RE: Appoint two (2) seasonals for DES. 
RESOLUTION NO.229-11 RE: Authorize the Supervisor to enter into a Contract with Lochner Engineering for design services with respect to the Annsville Circle Pedestrian Path. 
RESOLUTION NO.230-11 RE: Authorize a grant application to the Justice Court Assistance Program with respect to the Town Court.  
*The following resolution was removed:
Authorize the cleaning of a property in Montrose for public sanitary issues.

RESOLUTION NO.231-11 RE: Authorize a Contract with respect to General Liability Insurance for a 2 year period.
RESOLUTION NO.232-11 RE: Authorize the purchase of two (2) six wheel, dump body pick-up trucks from the New York State bid for DES. 
RESOLUTION NO.233-11 RE: Authorize concept design and prepare a budget for waterline replacements in the area of Jerome Drive, Rita Drive and Parkway Drive and also direct DOTS to investigate the possibility of a sewer district in the same area.  
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.234-11 RE: Authorize a Veteran’s Park on a portion of the Steamboat Riverfront Park (former marina area) per the request of the American Legion Post 1030.  
RESOLUTION NO.235-11 RE: Authorize all emergency remediation projects related to Hurricane Irene. 
RESOLUTION NO.236-11 RE: Resolution requesting Con Edison to take measures to improve their power outage restoration procedures.  
RESOLUTION NO.237-11 RE: Authorize a License Agreement with the Van Cortlandville Historical Society for headstone restoration; and direct DOTS to investigate available grant opportunities for a monument project.  
Discussion: The Supervisor stated that Mr. Kelly and Mr. Bleakley are current employees of the Town, that several employees were interviewed and these are the two who have been selected.

Regarding the Annsville Circle Pedestrian Path, the traffic circle before the Bear Mt. Bridge, the Town has a grant from the State DOT 1.5 million, an 80/20 match where the Town is the 20% and the Town has 5 years to work on this plan to make it safer and more attractive with pathways.

Waterline replacements are being developed for Jerome, Rita, and Parkway Drive due to water main breaks.

Supervisor Puglisi commented that we count on Con Edison during these storms, yet feels more preparation should have been done.  Concerns have been forwarded to Con Edison on the Town’s behalf and on behalf of the Hudson Valley Hospital Center.

All voted AYE
*The following resolutions were removed:
Authorize an overpayment refund to Springvale Building #19.

Award an RFP with respect to the construction of a crosswalk on Rt. 9A

Award an RFP with respect to roof repairs at Sunset Field.
Councilmember Sloan moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Farrell:

RESOLUTION NO.238-11 RE: Authorize DOTS to extend a Contract with respect to GIS Services.
RESOLUTION NO.239-11 RE: Authorize DOTS to negotiate with Con Edison and prepare a design with respect to a drainage issue on Broadway in Verplanck.
RESOLUTION NO.240-11 RE: Designate a 6 acre parcel known as Sherwood Square as Town property; and Authorize conceptual plans and a design for a basketball hoop area on the same parcel; and authorize a letter to neighbors and construction for up to $10,000.  
RESOLUTION NO.241-11 RE: Resolution thanking Town Recreation and Parks staff and volunteers for all their efforts with respect to a successful Cortlandt Family Fun Day; and also for the Hurricane Irene clean-up. 
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.242-11 RE:Schedule a Public Hearing for October 18, 2011 to consider various Zoning Ordinance revisions including a Special Permit for Parking, Public Hearing requirements for the Planning Board and Calculations of Eating and Drinking Place Parking.  

RESOLUTION NO.243-11 RE: Release security in the amount of $12,820 with respect to Angel and Maria Martinez for property on Locust Avenue.
Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that more studies need to be done on the removed items and they will be coming back on future agendas.
Councilmember Farrell asked for more clarification regarding the designated 6 acre parcel mentioned in the above resolution.  The Supervisor explained this is property that has no ownership attached to it from long ago, so this property is officially being deeded to the Town of Cortlandt.  Tom Wood further explained that the Town can accept property such as this at any time. This came to the Supervisor’s attention with the suggestion of a basketball court by students in the area.

All voted AYE
ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Sloan seconded the motion. 

RESOLUTION NO.244-11 RE: Authorize an Intermunicipal Agreement with Westchester County.

RESOLUTION NO.245-11 RE: Authorize a Funding Agreement with EOH Association of Municipalities.
RESOLUTION NO.246-11 RE: Schedule a Special Town Board Meeting for Monday, September 26, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. to consider awarding RFP’s; the clean-up of a Montrose parcel; and any other lawful purpose.

All voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *
BUDGET TRANSFERS

None
* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

None

* * * * * ** * * * * *
REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None

* * * * * ** * * * * *

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS

John DeBenedictus

Westminster Drive
Questioned the issue of the sizes of the signs and if that is being addressed.  The Supervisor indicated that it is being addressed and that the signs are not in at this time but were ordered and will be at the next meeting.

Mr. DeBenedictus also urged residents to be aware of the plans of the Hendrick Hudson school Board regarding the proposed 31 million dollar sports and entertainment complex with a very small component for education.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. on a motion by Councilmember Sloan, seconded by Councilmember Becker.
All voted AYE
Respectfully submitted,
* 








JO-ANN DYCKMAN,









Town Clerk
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